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Editorial 
 

Well the summer is over and the autumn is getting a hold and the nights 
are starting to drawing in – or, as an old chap I used to work with used to 
say, “it gets late earlier”.   
The reunion is done and dusted and the number of museum visitors are 
starting to diminish as is usual at this time of year.  With our new 
volunteers onboard we hope to get a few jobs done in and around the 
museum including building 2 new displays during the winter months.  We 
have had a good number of visitors so far this year and have been able to 
help a lot of people in their quest to find out more about a relative’s time in 
the Patrol Service, some go away with a bit more knowledge than they 
came in with and others go away with more information than they 
expected.  Along with this goes situations where visitors sometimes 
manage to find a photograph in our collection of the relative they are 
enquiring about which, more often than not, results in tears.  Our Curator, 
Bonnie, now keeps a box of tissues handy for these times which have also 
been known to end up with the museum staff also piping their eye, such is 
the emotion that some of these finds create but it also reinforces the 
reason why we do what we do in maintaining our museum and collection 
for the benefit of others. 

 
Reunion 

 

This year our reunion was held on Friday 3rd October for the AGM and 
Saturday 4th October for the service, parade and entertainment afterwards. 
 

AGM Friday 3rd October 
 

We had 15 in attendance for the meeting although there were some others 
in the area who did not attend. 
Our President opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  After the 
exhortation and silent tribute the meeting continued. 
The first major item was a proposed change to our constitution and rules 
which was due to our hope for museum accreditation, part of which is the 
assessors will need to see documentary evidence that we, as an 
association, have the right to run a museum.  This may sound strange but 
the accreditation process is long and hard and we expect more pitfalls 
along the way.  Those attending the AGM were given a copy of the present 
constitution with the proposed additions added in red.  The existing 
constitution/rules remain unchanged apart from the inclusion of the word 
“and Museum” at various points where it mentions Association plus 2 new 
clauses which give the National Committee the power to run and operate 
the museum as follows and were agreed by the meeting.   
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6e The National Committee have the power to run and operate the 
museum for the benefit of both the membership and the general 
public and to accurately record, conserve and display or store 
appropriately all items within the museum. 

 

6f  The Curators shall accurately record each and every item in the 
museum and maintain the data base on a regular basis and ensure 
the museum, with help from volunteers, is kept in a clean, 
organised and presentable condition for visitors. 

 

The Treasurers report gave not only the figures for the current period but 
also a break down of income/expenditure for the last 9 years.  The income 
from sales, donations and subscriptions is now roughly £5,700, about half 
of what it was 10 years ago whereas our annual expenditure is around 
£13,000 – not a situation that can be sustained for ever.  If and when we 
get museum accreditation we may be able to explore some external 
funding but obtaining accreditation will take us quite a few years as there 
are a lot of hoops to jump through. 
 

The membership stands at 45 Served members, 273 Members, 70 widows 
and life members and 11 Overseas. 
 

The date of the next reunion was announced as Friday and Saturday 2nd 
and 3rd of October 2026.  After the committee raised some logistical 
concerns about the format of the current reunions it was agreed by the 
meeting that the AGM will carry on in its present form but the event on the 
Saturday will only be the service and wreath laying at the memorial after 
which instead of trying to get people together again down at the Sparrows 
Nest we will fall out at the memorial and then the museum will be open for 
people to come down and have a look.  At the moment, after the service, 
some people leave, other people get down to the Sparrows Nest at their 
own speed where some make straight for the café, some go into the 
museum to pay subscriptions, while we try and gather who we can for the 
march past, salute and “sunset”.  It is stretching our resources, particularly 
in the museum.  
 

The service Sat 4th October 
 

In the days leading up to the reunion the weather forecast had not looked 
too promising with heavy rain indicated for the early hours on Saturday 
morning and again at about 11.00 but as we got nearer the day the time for 
the rain started to slip back until on the morning it was due to come 
between 13.00 and 14.00 although we still had the heavy rain during the 
night.  The service and wreath laying went off well and we had a crowd of 
about 150.  We were very pleased to have one of our regular WW2 RNPS 
veterans, Brian Brown, with us again.  Brian is 99 and insisted on standing 

4 



 

all through the service and laid a wreath at the memorial.  We also had a 
lady with us who first attended at the memorial in 1953 when it was 
unveiled and dedicated, she was then a young 8 year old girl whose father 
had been lost at sea in the Patrol Service when she was only 1 year old but 
since then she has returned every year and when our association started in 
1975 she started coming on our reunion weekend and every time she 
comes she carries a photo of her late father.  It is people like the two I have 
mentioned that spur us on to keep the memories alive and it adds that 
extra reason why we do it. 
 

After the service we all made our way down to the Sparrows Nest and as 
you will have read in the AGM report our decision to change the format 
next year was borne out by the low numbers gathering and also a lot were 
spread out in the grounds.  As soon as “Sunset” had been completed we 
had the professional singing duo, the Vibettes, who were very good but 
ended up singing to just a hand full of people which soon got smaller as the 
light drizzle started but the museum was full and the 2 volunteers were 
rushed off their feet. 
 

We are very grateful to Lowestoft Town Council who, because it was our 
50th reunion, funded the greater part of the reunion for us and also did 
some of the organising tasks for us – it helped me a lot and their events 
organiser was there all day, he and I were the first two to arrive and seven 
hours later the last two to leave. 
 

Salute to 2 HQ stalwarts 
 

At this year’s reunion there were 2 noticeable absentees, namely Ted 
Thompson and Alf Muffett.   
 

Ted Thompson had been our Treasurer for a number of years and also 
our Parade Commander for as long as I can remember but unfortunately 
Ted passed away on 7th July.  Ted had previously been the Commanding 
Officer of the Lowestoft Sea Cadet Unit and a District Officer with the Sea 
Cadet Corps, a Police Officer, President of the Beccles RNA Branch, RBL 
member and a keen golfer and had been active right up until the end.  At 
his funeral there were 11 standards, led by 
our National Standard and the crematorium 
was full to overflowing.  Ted will be greatly 
missed particularly for his attention to detail 
when it came to ceremonials.  His position 
as Parade Commander has been taken on 
by a new member, Paul Filsell, who was a 
Royal Navy Gunnery Instructor, so just like 
Ted, he will tell us when we get it wrong!  
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Alf Muffett had been our Museum Curator for a long time and also our 
Standard Marshall at our reunions but passed away on 20th August.  Alf 
had been the First Lieutenant at Beccles Sea Cadets for a long time and 
eventually became the Unit President.  He had been the Standard Bearer 
for the Beccles Branch of the RBL, an RNA member, an engineer and a 
keen Lawn Bowler.  His smile and sense of 
humour were always present and although he 
had slowed up in the last year or so he still 
presented the awards at the Beccles & 
Lowestoft Sea Cadets at their presentation 
night earlier this year and still visited the 
museum when he could to make sure we 
were still carrying on from where he left off.  
At his funeral there were 8 standards and just 
like Ted’s, the crematorium was full to 
overflowing. 
 

 
 
Alf did his National Service in the RAF – a point he 
enjoyed making when his picture appeared on a Royal 
Naval Association recruiting poster!  Alf’s Son, Daughter, 
Son in Law and Grandson are on the staff of the Beccles 
& Lowestoft Sea Cadets and his other Grandson is a 
Petty Officer in the Royal Navy (FAA) so I think the 
Senior Service won Alf over. 
 
 
 

Ted, Alf and their wives had been very good friends for a lot of years, in 
fact before they both became involved with the RNPSA, RNA and RBL.  
They have both left their mark with the Association, Museum and reunions 
and I am sure their names will be remembered for a very long time as we 
follow in their well established footsteps. 
 

Nelson commemoration 

 

On Sunday 19th October our National Standard along with the Standard of 
the Beccles branch of the RNA paraded at a Trafalgar ceremony at the 
Nelson Monument at Great Yarmouth.  The parade was led by a 
reenactment group called the East Norfolk Militia followed by a detachment 
of Marine Cadets from Great Yarmouth, civic dignitaries, clergy with the 
standards, unusually, bring up the rear.  There was a good crowd there 
and the service included the reading of a fairly detailed account of the 
battle, a gun salute from the East Norfolk Militia, wreath laying and a 2 
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minute silence and after the National Anthem the service concluded with 
everyone being issued with a tot of rum (juice for cadets and non drinkers) 
and the Mayor giving the toast to “The Immortal Memory”.  When the 
parade was dismissed the standard bearers had to hunt down the source 
of the rum in order to get their tots!   

 
 

 
 

 
The 144 ft tall columnar Monument in Great Yarmouth to Nelson was 
started before his death, presumably because Nelson was a famous local 
Norfolk lad, but it was only completed in 1819.  Properly called the Norfolk 
Naval Pillar, it is generally known as the Britannia Monument as it is topped 
by the martial female personification of the UK rather than a statue of 
Nelson.  There are a number of Nelson Monuments in the UK, the oldest of 
which is in Glasgow and was completed in 1807.  The officers and men 
who fought at Trafalgar erected a memorial column to the north of 
Portsmouth at the top of Portsdown Hill.  The 120 ft high obelisk features 
the inscription "Consecrated to the memory of Viscount Lord Nelson. By 
the zealous attachment of all those who fought at Trafalgar to perpetuate 
his triumph and their regret 1805. Foundation stone laid July 1807”.  The 
well known Nelson Monument is in Trafalgar Square in London, known 
best as Nelson’s Column, was completed in 1843. 
 

On the Great Yarmouth monument is a blue 
plaque to James Sharman.  James Sharman 
was a native of Great Yarmouth and entered 
the Royal Navy in 1799. He was a victim of a 
press-gang, while he was waiting at table in 
the Wrestlers’ Inn in Great Yarmouth. He was 
taken to HMS Weazle under the command of 
Captain Durban. After four years’ service he 
was wrecked off Cabritta Point near Gibraltar 
in March 1804. His ship was driven ashore in 
a gale. One crewman was killed. 
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He then joined the crew of HMS Victory under the command of Captain 
Thomas Hardy. Subsequently, he was present at the Battle of Trafalgar, 
and it is said, that he helped to carry the dying Horatio Nelson down to the 
cockpit. After Trafalgar he was posted successively to HMS Ocean, HMS 
Mildred and HMS Prince Frederick. He was discharged from the last 
posting because of illness and was admitted to Greenwich Hospital for 
Seamen. He was not happy at the hospital and, on the warm 
recommendation of Captain Hardy, he was appointed the Keeper of the 
Norfolk Pillar (Nelson Monument) in Great Yarmouth. He was the keeper 
for nearly 50 years, although later his duties were purely nominal, due to 
the infirmities of age. Two weeks before his death, James Sharman 
weakened and his health gradually deteriorated, and he died at the age of 
92 years. He was believed to be the last survivor of HMS 
Victory’s Trafalgar crew. James Sharman was entitled to a Royal 
Naval funeral and funds were available to finance it. Due to an oversight, 
he was borne to his grave in the Old Cemetery in Great Yarmouth, only 
accompanied by members of his family, without the navy being present. 
His gravestone, which includes the words, HMS Victory, is now badly 
laminating and soon will become illegible.  James Sharman never tired of 
recounting the exploits of his hero, Nelson, and telling yarns of his own 
adventures. Consequently, James Sharman was sought after by visitors to 
Great Yarmouth. 
 

Charles Dickens had many talks with James Sharman. It is believed that 
Ham Peggotty in Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield, was based on 
James Sharman.  In the book, Ham is described as dashing into the surf to 
save a struggling seaman from a shipwreck during a gale. The real story as 
described by the local newspaper was: on the 25th November 1829, the 
brig, Hammond, on a voyage from Newcastle to London during a 
tremendous tempest, both of wind and wave, parted her only anchor chain 
and was swept onto the shore south of the Norfolk Monument. She was 
stranded about 300 yards from the shore near the harbour entrance. All 
attempts to reach the vessel from the shore having failed, and the day fast 
closing in, the sight, it may be readily believed, was distressing enough, but 
the lingering light of heaven displayed one yet more appalling scene. Amid 
the rage of the elements the wreck split into two with a mast falling either 
side of it throwing the crew into the surging tide. About seven o’clock in the 
evening a man brought a report into the Fort, a public house, that he had 
heard groans upon the wreck. Upon this news, James Sharman the 
Keeper of the Monument, went down to the shore and attaching a rope to 
his waist he ventured through the surf to where the wreck had drifted. The 
surf carried him three times off his legs and on the fourth time threw him 
onto his back onto the wreck. The sea all this time was mountains high and 
the night as dark as pitch. After a search, Sharman found a man clinging to 
a hook on the vessel. The man informed Sharman that minutes before 
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three men had been swept away. Sharman 
took off the rope from his waist and tied it 
around the waist of the man. Sharman 
took the man in his arms and plunged into 
the swelling surf and shouted to a man on 
the beach to pull them in and thus he was 
spared the fate of his six shipmates. 
 

 
 

This is the only known picture of James 
Sharman 
 
 

Just up the road from the 
Monument in Great Yarmouth is 
the old Naval Hospital in 
Queens Road, Great Yarmouth, 
which was built in 1806 and 
finally closed in 1994 and has 
now been converted into flats 

while still retaining the original look of the building.  Interestingly during the 
Second World War, the patients were evacuated to Lancaster Moor County 
Asylum in Lancashire. The Hospital was used by the Royal Navy as an 
information centre and administrative quarters and became a target for 
German air attacks. In common 
with other shore based Naval 
establishments.  It was named 
HMS Watchful which was the RN 
Patrol Service anti submarine and 
minesweeping base for the ships 
in the port of Great Yarmouth.   
 

                                                           The framed HMS Watchful cap tally  
                                                                    is in the hospital chapel 
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Reunion Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Photos courtesy of – Mick Howes 
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HMS Wildfire III parade & service 
 

On Sunday 7th September, Assistant Secretary, Rachel, joined Bonnie and 
myself in Queenborough, Kent for the annual HMS Wildfire III parade and 
service.  When we arrived it was full sun and very hot which was not ideal 
for wearing a blazer and beret and standing at the service with no shade 
but as luck would have it just before we formed up to start the march it 
cooled down a bit.  The parade this year was led by the Isle of Sheppey St 
John Ambulance band, the last St John Ambulance marching band in the 
UK.  The band set off at a lively pace which caused us older standard 
bearers to puff a bit.  The service was conducted by a Royal Navy 
Chaplain and the opening address was by the Commanding Officer of the 
current HMS Wildfire at Northwood, Lt Cdr Rubin Nash.  At the wreath 
laying our association wreath was laid by our curator, Bonnie Whisstock.  
When the service was over the parade reformed for the march past and 
salute at the Town Hall before being dismissed back at the start point and 
conveniently just outside the Rose pub where the buffet, entertainment and 
Standard Bearers tots were being hosted.  On the march back quite a few 
were slightly surprised by the American music the band were playing, they 
started with Anchors Aweigh and when we approached the saluting point 
they played the United States Marine Corps Hymn. 
Next year will be the 30th annual parade and they are hoping to make it a 
bit more special.  At the very start, myself, John Dunn, John Street and 
Ron Berry drove down to the Isle of Sheppey as Swale Borough Council 
and Queenborough Town Council had been approached by an ex WW2 
HMS Wildfire III officer who had pointed out to them that there was nothing 
to indicate that the minesweeper base had been there.  We advised them 
on what we thought would be a suitable type of event and then, as they 
say, the rest is history and I am still traveling down to lead the parade with 
our National Standard. 

 

Our wreath being laid - HMS Wildfire ships company and standards – 
Owner/Skipper of ex WW2 RNPS vessel Rummy III, Andy Smeardon, with 
Able Dog Bobby on the parade, Andy sailed Rummy III from Suffolk to 
Kent. for the event 
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Arctic/Russian convoys 
 

In August Bonnie and I 
went on a cruise to 
Iceland and across the 
Arctic Circle to North 
Cape, it was something 
I had wanted to do for a 
long while after hearing 
and reading about the 
work of the Arctic 
convoys, not only from 
books but first hand 
from some of our WW2 
RNPS veterans.  The 
map shows the winter 
and summer routes of 
the convoys 
 

We left Southampton for our first stop at Greenock which was interesting 
as during the war the ship my father was in command of for the last 18 
months was in and out of Greenock, Gourock and the Western Isles.  
When we left Greenock to sail to Iceland we were told that storm Floris was 
in our path and that it could get “a bit uncomfortable” – civilian talk for 
roughers.  As we left Scotland behind we could see what we were in for but 
the Captain did his best to skirt round the worst of it although it was still a 
very heavy swell with white water everywhere, very strong winds and rain 
but we were on a large cruise ship fitted with stabilisers not a small, slow, 
armed trawler which would have been tossed about like a cork.  When we 
arrived at Reykjavik in Iceland the storm had gone in the opposite direction 
and was wreaking havoc in Scotland.   
 

Prior to leaving home I had researched the war graves in Iceland and we 
took with us a RNPSA wreath and also one from my local RNA branch plus 
some poppy crosses.  On the Commonwealth War Graves site there are 
241 WW2 graves listed as being on Iceland although I did notice a couple 
of duplicates.  The bulk of the graves, 206, are in Reykjavik with 40 of them 
being Royal Navy or Royal Canadian Navy plus there are some Merchant 
Navy ones as well. There were 2 graves for men who could have been on 
RNPS vessels one was on a Boiler Cleaning vessel and the other was on a 
Net vessel and there were also a few RNVR Officers from HMS Baldur, the 
base at Reykjavik.  We laid the 2 wreaths at the Cross of Sacrifice and 
placed a couple of crosses.  Another port we stopped at was Akureyri 
where there are 17 WW2 graves 3 of which are Royal Navy, a RNVR 
Officer from HMS Baldur, a Chatham rating from the Cruiser HMS Kent 
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and a Lowestoft Second Hand, Fred Stroud LT/JX 191886, from the 
Minesweeping Trawler HMS Whitethorn so from what I could establish he 
was the only RNPS man with a LT service number buried on Iceland, we 
placed a cross by his head stone.  After leaving Iceland we crossed the 
Norwegian Sea on a fairly similar route of the wartime convoys and headed 
for the most northerly point in Norway, North Cape, in the Barents Sea, 
quite near where Charlie Harris’ ship HMS Shera was sunk (see N/L 98).  
Although we thoroughly enjoyed the whole cruise with some amazing 
sights and dramatic scenery including an erupting volcano, we found the 
Patrol Service connection quite moving and thought provoking and helped 
us to understand a bit more about the exploits we had heard about, but we 
were there in the summer, not the harsh winters that the convoys endured.  
They were hampered with fog, storms, ice flows and ships icing up, U 
boats and aircraft attacks but we saw no ice, the weather was good and 
the sea was calm after Iceland.  But the graveyards tell a different story. 

 

        

The WW2 graves at Reykjavik and the Cross of Sacrifice 
 

          Akureyri Cemetery and the grave of Fred Stroud LT/JX 191886 
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Newsletter 100 
 

As you know we have just held our 
50th reunion and in line with that, the 
next association newsletter will be our 
100th edition and I would very much 
like to receive some material from 
members giving recollections or 
stories of their RNPS veteran family 
members either during their time in 
WW2 or the early years of the 
association’s reunions such as the 
opening of the museum in 1976 by 
Lord Somerleyton as seen in the photograph, were any of you there?  I 
have compiled and written the newsletters since edition number 49, 
November 2000, so it would be nice to have a slightly different slant on 
things. There must be hundreds of interesting anecdotes out there both 
serious and humorous.  Hopefully I will get a good response and have 
enough to go into further editions.  I look forward to hearing from you.  
 

Radio 
 

Over the years various members and committee members have been 
interviewed on Radio and Television, extolling the work of the RNPS and 
our association and museum and recently a relatively new radio station in 
our area interviewed me a few times about the museum and events in 
Sparrows Nest Gardens that we were supporting and we have heard from 
people that they have heard it so we know the system is working.  The 
radio station is called East Suffolk One and is just 7 years old.  At the 
moment they are only broadcasting over the internet and can be listened to 
on mobile devices or smart speakers such as Alexa. .A couple of items 
from their web site are - East Suffolk One is the community radio station for 
where we live. It’s a local service that is just getting started and our aim is 
to provide everything East Suffolk and play more of your favourite songs. 

We put local content and voices 'on 
the air' every day - Through our 
Community Connections strand, 
we’ve given a voice to 100+ local 
organisations.  By recording 
interviews we create radio short 
features which are played 
hundreds of times.  We also 
promote their work through our 
website and social media. 
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Museum archives 
 

I never cease to be amazed at some of the items in our archives.  We have 
a lot of documents and collections of papers etc which we keep in store 
simply because we do not have the room to display them.  It is not unusual 
when we are looking for a particular document that we come across 
something interesting which diverts our attention from the original search.  
This was the case only recently when, to our surprise we found a dinner 
menu from an association which appears to be a forerunner of our 
association now.  The Sheerness Minesweepers Association started in 
1945 and this menu, their nineteenth, is dated 1964 but we have been 
unable to find out when they ceased being.  Do any of our veterans or 
families who have been with us for a long while have any information they 
can add to this?  Interestingly, they met in October just as we do, so did the 
ones who started our association and museum know about the Sheerness 
Association?  I would like to find some answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 



 

Another snippet from our archives - author unknown 
 

Memories of a Mickey Mouse 
 

Members of the RNPS (Royal Naval Patrol Service) affectionately called 
any Motor Mine Sweeper, MMS for short, a Mickey Mouse or Mickey. 
 

The MMS was developed between the two world wars, but the first one 
only came on the scene in 1941, prior to this the work was done by 
converted fishing trawlers,  The MMS was of all wood construction and its 
main engine was a diesel motor, it also had two high speed diesel fired 
generators and a diesel donkey engine.  She was designed to sweep and 
destroy magnetic and acoustic mines, in total just over 300 were built in 
various shipyards in the UK and overseas. 
 

I joined the Navy in 1943 and became a diesel stoker, a big change from a 
plumber’s apprentice;  I did my basic training at HMS DUKE at Malvern 
Worcestershire.  Basic drill was a bit of cake, having done over two years 
in the ‘Home Guard’, I only had to remember the difference in salutes 
between the army and navy.  I then did a month diesel course at Grimsby 
Docks where I was instructed on how to start and maintain dozens of 
different makes of diesel engines, on mine sweeping trawlers all coal fired 
but having diesel generators for magnetic and acoustic sweeps.  I then 
returned to St Lukes the stoker base at Lowestoft Suffolk, the Port Division 
for the RNPS HMS EUROPA. 
 

In September 1943 I was drafted to Swansea South Wales as motor 
engine man stoker on a small coal fired drifter called the ‘Alcor’, it was my 
job to look after a Lister diesel engine generator the power source for the 
magnetic and acoustic sweeps.  About mid October we were told the 
‘Alcor’ was to be decommissioned and returned to civilian use as a fishing 
vessel.  Also at about this time a group of MMS had arrived in South Dock 
Swansea having sailed across the Atlantic from Shelbourne Canada where 
they had been built that year.  One of these MMS was number 248;  I was 
transferred to her as a replacement stoker for one of the original crew who 
had returned to St Lukes at Lowestoft.  A few weeks previously John Ford 
had done a similar replacement with an original stoker.  This meant there 
was only one of the original engine room stokers left, his name I can’t 
recall.  He had to be replaced by January 1944.  The only original engine 
room staff left was the Chief PO and PO engineer.  Just prior to Christmas 
1943 a couple of seamen were exchanged, I can only recall one name Bill 
Kemp;  he replaced a Newfoundlander, who went home.  The Swansea 
MMS flotilla 143 contained eight MMS’s namely 247, 248, 249, 251, 252, 
253, 256 and 257.  These ships had all been built over the water in 
Canadian shipyards.  Half way across the Atlantic 256 developed engine 

16 



 

trouble, her main engine oil had been tampered with and a large quantity of 
PAINT VARNISH had been added, thus when the oil got hot the varnish 
started to set and the engine seized up.  The 248 towed her to Swansea 
harbour, and then a tug took over and brought her into South Dock.  The 
next few weeks was spent stripping and cleaning her engine, all spare 
engine room staff from the flotilla, including John Ford and myself took part 
in the clean up, it took about a month to get 256 back in full working order. 
 

The flotilla spent the end of 1943 and early 1944 keeping Bristol Channel 
clear of mines, working in pairs doing what was called a LL sweep, we saw 
off a few mines over this period.  Then near the end of January, 143 flotilla 
received orders to set sail for Portsmouth, we didn’t know it but this was 
the start of the build up for the second front operation ‘Over Lord’ and the 
invasion of Normandy. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

             

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Memorial clean up 
 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
have just given the base and bronze plaques 
of our memorial a good clean and it looks very 
nice.  We have a good working relationship 
with the CWGC and support them when they 
give talks at our memorial. 
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Armed Forces Day 2026 
 

We are pleased to tell you that, after a two year 
break, Lowestoft will hopefully once again be 
holding an Armed Forces Day event next year 
and from initial discussions it looks as if it may 
be held in Sparrows Nest Gardens so our 
museum will be in the heart of it.  The date is 
Saturday 27th June.  Check with us at 
hq@rnpsa.co.uk nearer the time to confirm venue. 

 

Museum Christmas closing dates 
 

Our museum and office will close for the Christmas period at the close of 
play on Friday 12th December and reopen again (subject to the winter 
weather) on Monday 12th January.  We will monitor the post once a week 
as well as the office answer phone but if it is important you can contact me 
on my mobile 07975623651. 
 

All of us at Head Quarters wish all our members, readers and supporters a 
very merry Christmas and a healthy new year and may we be no worse off 
this time next year.             UP SPIRITS! 
 

Usual reminder 
 

Subscriptions – PLEASE NOTE that association subscriptions become 
due on the 1st January each year for all classes of membership.   
The current subscription rate is £8 for Served Members (formerly known 
as Members) and £10 for Members (formerly known as Associate 
Members) and could you also please make sure you send in your 
membership book for updating and SAE with your subscription so that your 
renewal can be accurately recorded and accounted for and your book 
returned to you.  Widows and Life Members historically pay no subscription 
but are welcome to make a voluntary donation if they so wish. 

 

The Last Post 

 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
we will remember them 

Obituary for Winter 2025 
 

       S/M E Thompson Lowestoft Suffolk 

       S/M A Muffett Lowestoft Suffolk 
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Slops 
 

Slops items for sale from HQ  - Winter 2025 
 

Item / Title £ Qty £ 
Lg. Blazer Badge, Gold wire 12.00   
Lg. Blazer Badge, Woven 6.50   
Small Beret / Blazer Badge, Gold wire  9.00   
Small Jumper / Beret Badge, Woven 4.00   
Association Crested Tie 10.00   
Museum pen 1.00   
Lapel Badge, Blue enamel 4.00   
RNPS Poppy badge 8.00   
White Ensign Car Sticker     Sold out 0.50   
RNPSA Car sticker, coloured 2.00   
RNPSA Bookmark    1.50   
RNPSA Colouring Poster 0.50   
Fridge Magnet (RNPS badge) 1.50   
Fridge Magnet (Museum building) 1.50   
RNPS Memorial Post Card 0.10   
Sparrows Nest Post Card 0.10   
Christmas card - original 0.50   
Christmas card – clean sweep 0.50   
HMS Europa Booklet 1.00   
Churchill's Pirates Pt.2 (book) reduced 1.00   
RNPS crested Epaulettes (limited stock) 5.00   
Blue Mariners CD 4.00   
The Story of the RNPS,  2 CD set 6.00   
    
    

Total                                                   £    
P & P Small items 1.75   
P & P Large / Heavy items 3.75   

Total Submitted                          £    
 
 

 Name _______________________________ Tel No. ________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ Post Code __________ 
 

 Royal Naval Patrol Service Association, Naval Museum, 
Sparrows Nest, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 1XG 
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Good Night Ladies 
 

Wrens at HMS Wildfire shore base, at Sheerness,  
sleeping in hammocks - note the time on the clock, 9 o’clock 

 
 
 


